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TAGS:PFOR, CFED (AUSTRIAN-US CUSTOMS AGREEMENT), ETRD, AU 

SUBJECT: NEGOTIATION OF A MUTUAL ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE US AND AUSTRIAN CUSTOMS SERVICES 

REF: VIENNA 4860 

1. THE EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO INFORM THE AUSTRIAN 
CUSTOMS ADMINISTRATION THAT THE USG UNDERSTANDS THE 
REASONS WHY THE OPENING OF NEGOTIATIONS MUST BE DELAYED 
UNTIL THIS AUTUMN, AND AWAITS THE PROPOSAL OF A SPECIFIC 
TIME PERIOD BY THE AUSTRIAN SIDE. WE WOULD PREFER 

THAT THE TALKS BE INITIATED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE, AND 
REQUEST THAT THE EMBASSY REMAIN IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE 
AUSTRIANS CONCERNING THIS SCHEDULE. 

2. THE USG APPRECIATES THE AUSTRIAN WILLINGNESS TO HOLD 
INFORMAL, PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS NEXT WEEK (PARA 2, 

REFTEL), BUT DOES NOT REGARD THEM AS NECESSARY AT THIS 
TIME. THE EMBASSY SHOULD INSTEAD REPORT ANY QUESTIONS 
OF CLARIFICATION OR PROCEDURE WHICH MIGHT ARISE AS THE 
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